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Who are we?

Civic Congress is a leading forum for debate and
strategic thought of civic society in Poland.

Through Civic Congress’ conferences, seminars, debates,
publications and other activities, we have created a
unique, inclusive environment for public dialogue and
participatory democracy. Civic Congress is a core platform
where Poles convene to discuss issues of common interest,
develop recommendations, and communicate to the
public at large information about key social, economic,
cultural and developmental issues confronting Polish

society.
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to foster the exchange of ideas between policy
makers, experts, non-governmental organisations, business,
media, academia and other active civic groups.
We seek to between different
segments of society and connect groups and people of
different views and backgrounds, professions, walks of life,
age and gender. We believe it is essential to include citizens

and their organisations at the grass roots level to take an

active role in policy-shaping and decision-making.



Civic Congress is inspired by and draws on the ethos of

‘Solidarnosc’, Poland’s Solidarity movement of the 1980s.

Solidarity originated from peaceful workers’and civil

protests against the communist regime of that time to

become the first independent trade union in the Soviet
bloc. Solidarity subsequently evolved into a mass social
movement promoting civic rights, freedoms and
democracy, which ultimately led to the end of

communist rule in Poland and Eastern Europe.

Jan Szomburg is the of Civic
Congress. Dr. Szomburg is the Director of the renowned
Gdansk Institute of Market Economics and has served as a
senior policy advisor to several governments of Poland on
economic, social and business issues. He is the author of
many publications and research projects and is widely
regarded as an authority on aspects of social and economic
transformation. Dr. Szomburg has focused extensively on
promoting civic society, for which he was awarded the
‘Order of the Rebirth of Poland’ by the President of the
Polish Republic.




Policy and Organization

Civic Congress is independent and non-partisan, with
no political bias. We seek to ensure that all viewpoints are

represented in our activities and publications.

At the heart of Civic Congress is its Program Council,
composed of 18-20 prominent representatives from
business, academia, media, policy-makers and civic
groups. The Program Council brings together the
knowledge and experience of this diverse group of
leaders and is responsible for developing the content,
direction and form of Civic Congress’ public debate

agenda. The Council members work pro bono.

Over 17 000 participants and 1200 speakers
Over 80 events, congresses, seminars, work-shops
Over 70 publications

3,500+ strong Facebook and Twitter community
30,000+ database of contacts including key
decision-makers, NGOs, public service institutions
(libraries etc.), think tanks, universities, schools,

social organizations, business and the media.




History

We have been active since 2005 when the first Civic Congress was organised in Warsaw. In response to the increasing politicization

and partisan nature of public discussion, Civic Congress was created to offer a new, merit based, politically independent forum for

fresh thinking and analysis. Since its creation, Civic Congress has grown its activities,

winning a reputation for lively and creative debate on the major issues confronting Poland.
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Activities

Civic Congress’ principal event is our annual flagship
conference ‘Kongres Obywatelski’ held in Warsaw, with

eleven such congresses held to date.

Over 1,000 delegates and participants from around the
country come together to debate selected topics, share

insights, and develop new policy recommendations.
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Speakers and attendees come from diverse backgrounds
ranging from local and regional community leaders,
politicians, NGOs, business, academia, stake-holders and

various experts.

The conference is open to the public. High level
representatives, including former and current Presidents of
the Polish Republic and senior government officials are
regular attendees. Debates and recommendations are

recorded and subsequently published through the media.



Activities

Our regional conference -‘Pomorski Kongres
Obywatelski’ - is a local equivalent of the national event,
but with a focus on issues relevant to the northern

regions of Poland.

Starting from 2007, this event is held annually in Gdansk

and is regularly attended by over 1,000 participants.
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under
the official patronage of the President of Poland.
Civic Congress cooperates with a network of over 50 public
libraries in smaller towns and locations. Twice yearly, in
cooperation with these libraries, we organize focused
debates on topics of local importance such as the challenges
facing local development, community building, and grass

roots initiatives.

Local leaders, authorities and committed citizens actively
participate in debates, which are then disseminated through

an online network.



Civic Congress in the national and local media - KONGRES
Idee dla Polski

obywatelski thinkletter

Articles and think-pieces by persons associated with Civic OBYWATELSK!

Congress are frequently published in the national and )
Kultura umystowa Polakéw -

local press. dlaczego myslimy tak, jak myslimy?

PROF. DR HAB. ANDRZE) ZYBALA

We also cooperate with publishers to produce periodical

Szkofa Glowna Hondlowa w Warszawie
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wiekdw. Sarmatyzm, krdotka reformadja, staby wplyw nurtéw oswieceniowych oraz

s . H bardzo silny romantyzm - to wszystko spowodowalo, ze przez wieki ksztattowata sie

experts and opl nion makers debate a nd a rtlcu Iate the' r u nas aintelektualna kultura umystowa. Przedktadaligmy czyn nad myslenie. Emocje
nad racjonalnosc. Pojedynczych bohateréw nad spoteczeristwo. Spora czesc tej

spuscizny zostala w nas po dzis dzien. W efekcie wielu z nas ma trudnosci w dosto-

VieWS u nder the a uspices Of CIViC CongreSS. sowaniu sie do wyzwan wspdlczesnosci. Czy w interesie Polakdw lezy przeformuto-

wanie niektérych cech naszej umystowosci?

In addition, Civic Congress publishes a weekly

A2 BB o, v - distributed online to a large

POTRZEBNA REFORMA VAT

— base of registered readers and frequently re-published in the

national press.
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Our encourages interactive citizen-led
debates and has buiilt up a strong community of active social

media followers.
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Debate

Our repertoire of events, discussions and insightful

reports enables Civic Congress to contribute ideas and

lead the debate on a wide range of issues, including:

= Local, national and international development
Citizens’ solidarity, social responsibility, community
building
Health and wellbeing, quality of life
Energy, the environment and climate change
Urban-rural balance, urban revitalization and
development of rural areas

Migration and social integration

Institutional development and organizational change
Educational reform for a modern, innovative society

‘Soft power’ skills and competencies - cooperation,
teamwork, dispute resolution

Economic, business and labour issues, toward a more
competitive Poland

Inter-generational synergies for mutual benefit

Cultural change and identity, balancing between tradition
and progress

Ethics, social trust, social norms

Corporate Social Responsibility
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The Gdansk Institute for Market Economics
ul. Do Studzienki 63, 80-227, Gdansk,
tel. (48) 58 524-49-00

e-mail: kongres@ibngr.pl

www.kongresobywatelski.pl




